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in InMucton to Illiane Samyak Festival 

Daya Ratna Shakya ( Darashaa ) has 
written a vary valuable introduction to the 
Patan Samyak is a unique festival in the 
Buddhist world, and holds special interest 
both for those who wish to understand Bud¬ 
dhism in general or in cross cultural perspec¬ 
tive, and especially for those who wish to 
understand the unique culture and special 
Buddhist heritage of the Kathmandu valley. 

The general nature of Samyak, in Newar 
Buddhist thought, is an expression of daana 
or giving. Daana is considered a virtue by all 
Buddhists and finds expression in many forms, 
such as the Sanghika daana ceremony giving 
donations to the monastic community practi¬ 
ced by the Theravaada Buddhists in Sri Lanka. 
Daana is also one of the six forms of perfec¬ 
tion ( paaramitaa ) taught by Mahaayaana 



Buddhism, and is highly regarded and practi¬ 
ced in many ways in every Mahaayaana Bud¬ 
dhist culture from Tibet to Japan. In Newar 
Buddhism, however, the highest expression of 
daana takes the unique form of a special cere¬ 
mony in which living people assume the forms 
of giant Buddha images which move about to 
receive the gifts of Buddhists who feel moti¬ 
vated to make a donation. The Buddhist 
images are themselves the gift donors from 
earlier generations: and thus the procession of 
the images forgges an ongoing link between 

living and dead, ancestors and descendants, 
past, presesnt and future. 

The great Buddha images walk in proce¬ 
ssion only on special occaions. InBhaklapur, 
one can see them at the yearly Panchadaana 
festival during the month of Gunla in the su¬ 
mmer, as well as during their samyak held yea¬ 
rly on ghya caaku sanhu. In Kathmandu there 
isaspecia 1 samyak held once every twelve years 
when the great Buddhas from all over the 
Kathmandu Valley gather at Swayambhu. and 



likewise every five years, the great Buddha 
images from the city of Patan and the commu¬ 
nities of the old Patan kingdom come together 
at Nag Bahai for the famous Ilhane Samyak 
of Patan. 

Daya Ratna Shakya traces the origins of 
the Patan Samyak back some 700 years, using 

sources ranging from historical studies and 
inscriptions to oral tradition. As always, oral 

tradition provides a rich source of cultural 
information. For example, the origin of the 
Patan Samyak is found in the following story. 

Once, a very poor man named Bhali 
Bhadaara began collecting cow chips and sto¬ 
ring them in a locked room. One day his wife 
discovered that the cow chips had turned to 
gold Because of their new found wealth the 
husband and wife decided to support religious 
activities. However they were confused as to 
whether to be Buddhist or Vaisnavite. They 
planted a basil seed (Vaisnava) and a camphor 
seed Buddhist to see which would sprout first, 
and the camphor sprouted first. Thus they emb- 



raced Buddhism and offered obeisance to the 
samyak sambuddha. Later theyoffered many 
great Buddha images to all the main viharas of 
Patan and held great annual daana feasts in 
lihane on the 3rd of the bright fortnight of 
Phalgun at which they greeted all the Buddhist 
priests and monks of the kingdom together 
with the great Buddha images, Wishing to 
have this tradition remain forever, they dona¬ 
ted their funds to establish a permanant reli¬ 
gious support group (guthi) for the annual 
observance of this samyak mahadaana. Later, 
due to inflation, the guthi cut back the annual 
observances to once every five years. 

Today the lihane Samyak is still a large- 
scale observance involviug elaborate and spe¬ 
cific rules for 116 Images. They include images 
mostly of Dipankara Buddha, along with a 
number of images of the female Arya Tara. 

This book contains a wealth of informa¬ 
tion about this fascinating and glorious, and 
we are thankful for Daya Ratna Shakya’s de¬ 
dication to making this information available. 


Linda litis & Ter Eflingson 
University of Washington 
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qqqr RprrT qf qqr qrrer qRrqqtR qRq grqqr qqqr 
fq?s sfqqq fqqRqq hh%h qrqq JqqRTT q «q ^ 


(:* ) 


CrOU 



qjnqiq q?>qqqf 3,3 1 _?nfqq m: siqfq qq;q qq 

sqqrfq^q qqfrq qrqr qqqqq sm ^q qqrqr qfaqqqg- ftq 
qqr: sr:«r:g smiqq fq-FTsmiq qm3 sqr fqaqq | qtff- 
fqqr 3 qq ^ yqjr 5fi?r qq feqqr ?qr*gv qfnfqqqq qiqq: 
qqqTqi qsfq 5Tl?fqg fq Fq?q \ 3?gfqq jqT 
^qr qrs, 3F§fqq qr, qrfo, qfr, qfcmT srrfq Fqfqrr' 
qqiq q^j sqiq srjq?HT | qqiRqr sfm i FFqqqr 

qq frq.'^?| f^qq qqqq q «r% fqq qfqqreqT qqr, q*q^ 
qfiqrq ^TgFl'T’J 3 ?Tfe q^TT 3 Jf I «q ??f;q FFqqqT STRq 
aufe stFRqq rt gnqqq q?qq qq tqqrfqqr fqftqq *q 
qfq | qlr ©.iqq £3 q^iq^r §^3 i «q fqfkq qq *q:qT qf\ 
3*f sftqiq ®iq % *£ qi%q fq: qiqr qf :% i 33 qfqqr 
wt: qq | 33 FtFqqr qqaiqiq q*c!f?aq qqfr ^q tqqifa 
TiFf | '<jq m fqfkq ^q feiq qtq 03 *qq 
F^3 q«q F: I 33 FFqq q^Fiqq qt^q^J q*q 3 T, qTqt 
Icqifq fqfkq qftqiqqr aqiqrq qqqq ^13 3 1 q| qf^qT^qi: 
qq iriqj qr q q'i^qq3 qrqTq^fq q-qi2 qmqqrq ^qifqq 
qqq qjqf® qsq ?^iqr | fq% qjq qq.3 qq qqifqq sq 
qi^3 qiqt qqjxq^fF q qltoq «q FFqq ?qR%3 sqiq «RT 
qqrsq3 qq? 1 

3TR ^TtcT ^ TT: °qq*STT:- 

*13 ?^q qiqq Fqjqqq f^q qq q^ifqfnqi 


( *) 



ifq ti€ fqqr tt: q& sqq?qr qrqr eng 

I 3T% ijfqqpf fq 5TT 5o-^ ( lift cT^T qt fqqj 4qT 5|f 
itqrqq ^f«r qtqisft qrrqq q^ i?grqr arm! qrqwr ej ^-. i 
qgsY v«vv if gfq qr qqifg sqT ^q srqf 
4i ijtt if Tr^r: qq iq f q qf fr^r iqrqf -frit qivftg »jq qj 
q-q i «ff qr?sjttqr «ff%2 qqr: *rr: if qrqr qiqr r^qr ffsrgr 
qfqq %m n-T IT IT SJ if I'TTfrpq qT^J 3T5fc 'TTHTTifT qpq £qqs 

q>TT xqg ^q i qiqq w? qq> qr: q& rrmfj qij j^q mqqr 
qr qr:iq-: q;q qrq ?, qiqqrq qqr:>j qfqq q qqm qrq qqqq 
q | qqiq ^qr qiqq iqrqqrrg q»q qr-q <f ?5 ^gfq qf 
qq» qq> ^q srrq qtqrqj qrqr qqr xqg iqif q i q. if yyo* q 
*j ^qf'q qcq^.T rrfq;q ^qT qr: qR:fq qrrqr^r gfq qftqr* 
qq qq - 

>qf q=q qrq qtqq qf qq qrq srm 

«ft qfq qfT STiqq «ft qsr^tqf Wfqq 

>if qftfqmq qm sft \h tht qqrrqrq 

«ft qq T cq qqrrqrq 2^ ^K J V srm 

qqqfq fqfqg qfqqqr qgtft qrqq ^ij r^q qfq^qr 
qiq qrq q2 0 T ^ f *r qq>q qqrqq qrqq; qqffqqr 

•qgqqfq mqq fqq~rq qqf f^nqr xqqq T ?m qrfqqq 
q it i qiq ( 

O 

( V ) 



qfrfw- 

?srrqi ffrrr q*qq q art ; qrq-TT qftfq «thjtt ’tt^tt q«p 

fag qfa spqqr cTKBT *qq:- 

v) «ft qqqq.q qq qtq.jftq sft a4«plfa q?ifq?iT q ; qq^ 
>f[ qfsrq qfrfq^Hq 5 'dW *»?T qia TTq f%^ q?q- 
qqr gq qiqfq^ q?qqr qqq ygqfqq %. q. 'a’A a: 
q^m ^g i 

?) qi?qT qq fq^iT ;q;q7 qqqt siqqfq |qfq?qT q;qjq 
|Tf?q q. q. =qmq gqq sr<qjfr i 
3 ) ’sftfqfa ~g? fq?TT 3?^ qfaqr **rqYr qm^F 1^1 
|r q. q. t*v jsngq qqqqfq sifqqR i 
v ) ??qq (qiqqf?) m star q^q sq^f? qiqqfq q~qifqq; 
q. q. qo^jffqjfif 1 

V.) qfqqq qjq qmq qq qiq^fq qi% =^qg ?ft gq 
qs»ft qqq qqtnfqq «fr qrt fq?qqq‘ ^qi^ qlfq?q qiq 
fqqifq qqfqf qq «rnj qqfq^ q. q. 1 
^) s§ q|tq qqi q^fq g^q qq^ qrqqfq Mr qiaiq snqq 
qq «rrq«r gqq q'sqr \sc=vs fq|rqq qtqq^gg 1 
») qf q^iq |q g?q ^q^ qqig qiqqfq sm qq 
«ft qqfq^ q qs^TTEjtft J|g q. *f. \»^ l 
c) fqgqq q^ifqq ^sqq qfifqjrtTqT siqqfq wrqqqsi 
«ft ^q gfqg fqqiqfq xjq aqqfa qrqgq MY qigqr 


( 11 ) 



TSTTO TOTTO JJT sft F^fTO iftqsrm ^WTT^T 

TOTOT TcTfa ^ a TTO TOTOTOf iTcf 

Ftohpt totTO'Itt toFtto ^rirct tototo')' 

TOTO I 

1 ) «ft toF^k ( 5 : ?ft?r) q- = 3^5 tot^t 

TO Fro TO "ft H tTTTO %. *T, =:?* JTO TOUf 

anmqror =j4 TO”T to^t tos; ^3 1 
V! «ft §? toVjt ^tF^r (f ^r) ?r TO*f totPt ?p# 
5T FTOPjT ?If PTOT ^£.K *1TTO T~3TTC3rfr 7TOT JTTTt I 

TO) totot to to TOtft ■tttt tot TOqfq- 

tt^cT to 3s*t totto tot^F-tI to*? t^stt to$ ttFto 

TOtft TOR q qf^TT fTO TOs TOT I 
TO) Ff *<to<jt ??ipr ^Ftot tttoFt hitto^to TOf-aror 

3f7|3T TTTf TOfaf TOTTO fTO T TO TOpTf TO TOTO 
TTOTT °X<: qfa 5JTO TcftTT TOT TT^TTt j 
TO FfTiirTO jt^tF^tw TOsra totPt toto to jjFtoto 
aro^f-T jTOTOr ttojjFt ^tottt tort toto %%a 

qfa 5 JTO 3 TR <fT TOTO TOrTO>T TO TOTO TOTO 

1 

TO) %-=x iftf'fti'T top| totFft tohto spto^ tot 

^T^T'T fJTTO^ TTO TOTO^Ti * 1 %^ ^TOT TR? 3TO 

TO TO 'Tool cfar ^r TOpT |TOTO to to toto 
toto 1 


( n ) 



1 *) Tc^rr^ <Tfrfafn: ( 5 : q|i) qr qRT |?| ^ qqr srr: 
^ grqqfq «sft qqtgiq qqrrqiq qr qrqrq 5rrfq 
qq qrrq fqfqgrq t;* q?? RTfq t^tto fq^gfq fq|Tf 
fcpwr ^qrft ??5 jqr(V q jqpft qt# fqfeqrqr 
qrqr vi^ ?r. q. qfagpq qg^qT- qvq qqiqft i 

*l0 qg qqq qgtfqgn; g~ggqT qmqfq qqqqrq qq=q qqr 
qqr sprqfq gRgqr grqgqr qq qqr q ?qqrgq^ qq 
qqqq q. q. i«H qta w ™t gqrqr qqq qqqfqV q 

RRfJ I 

) q>qqqftfq qgrfggrg q: qfrqr ?g?rq sqg sfqkr gjqqfq 
qtqqqq qTqqgfq|qr qiq q^rgq fqf %grc fq^ q?qt 
q.q gq qgfq^ qfc gf? qejfq q. <)oY \3 qq;^ 
qqiR't I 



( n ) 
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